 A CONTAINER FOR A        

              POEM
Poems are hidden away in dark books.  Rescue a special poem and give it a place of honor in a clay container of your own making.

1.  Select a favorite poem (sorry, no song lyrics, unless it’s a poem set to music, such as Yeats’ “Lake Isle of Innisfree;”  maybe you’ve heard Judy Collins sing it).

2.  Read it aloud, and type it up; what does it suggest  to you about a new place where it should be, besides in a book?  

3.  What kind of container can you make that is related to the poem? (Choose and define the relationship). 

4.  How can you create a container that would best serve the poem?  How can the overall form be most effective?  How will it meet the table or perhaps a special holder that supports it?  How can you incorporate textures, colors,  non-ceramic materials (after firing) to further your project?

Who are some poets to investigate?  Here are a few suggestions; look them up on the internet and in the library:

Mary Oliver

Mark Doty

Robert Pinsky

Emily Dickinson

Dorianne Laux

Thomas Lux

Stanley Kunitz

Margaret Atwood

Jane Kenyon

Wallace Stevens

Robert Frost

E. E. Cummings

Naomi Shihab Nye

Walt Whitman

Maxine Kumin

Sharon Olds

Gary Soto

Adrienne Rich

May Swenson

Allen Ginsburg 

Karl Shapiro

Rita Dove

Stephen Dunn

Theodore Roethke

William Stafford

Robert Bly

Sylvia Plath

Gary Snyder

Galway Kinnell

William Carlos Williams

William Butler Yeats

or a poet of your choice, even yourself.

