              Learning to overcome gravity with clay and igenuity
The object of this assignment is to establish a dialogue with clay by making a tall handbuilt form.  

Imagine a 16” 3-legged mutant octopus doing a headstand. Each leg is  hollow, needn’t match the others, and must join them so they are mutually supportive. 

Unlike the pinched forms we made on the first day, this assignment calls for you to  work on your piece in several steps.  Trying to make it in one go, while not impossible, will limit the possibilities for the most interesting form you can build.

The first step should be to establish the base and begin the upward-moving sections.  These columns/tubes do not need to match....one might be round, another geometric.  They might have different textures; they might twist as they come up; they might curve outward as our arms do when we touch our hands above our heads.

The more space you build between the columns, the more ingenuity will be required and exercised, adding interest to the form.

To avoid having the 3 elements waving about in space, vulnerable to breakage, connect them in a way that resolves their separate identities and completes the form.

When working on this piece in one or more sessions, you will want to cover the upper 4-5 inches with plastic to keep it from drying out. Keeping your piece on a low shelf, away from direct heat, lets it dry more slowly. 

One of the most important things to learn about our material is that once it changes color from drying, or is too stiff to indent easily with a fingernail, it is probably time to start over, rather than to continure building.

