                           SCULPTURAL FORMS FROM THROWN COMPONENTS

This is a 2-part assignment, in which we will use the potter’s wheel, not to make pottery, but to form components and assemble them into a sculptural statement.  The first was based on bowl forms.  Now, make a piece at least 14” from thrown cylindrical elements. A 14” pipe-like structure 4” wide is not stable. (Please don’t make a “sculpture” that reminds us of stacked-up cat-food cans). Try to visualize a form that’s wider at the base than at the top).

Make a few rough sketches if you like, or simply throw a variety of forms and group them in various ways before you attach them to make the final piece.

Have fun with this assignment.  By using cylinders on their sides, for example, we can see through the piece; cutting cylinders gives you even more leeway to build your project. 

Part 2 is to make either a representational or abstract unified sculptural form at least 24” tall, using components thrown on the potter’s wheel.

Some things to keep in mind:

1.Design.

Sketching a general or specific form will be of great help.  In your journal sketch components you can make on the wheel, then combine them in a number of ways to help visualize a final form.

2.  Stability.

The piece should be structurally sound and bear its own weight.  Be sure you know how tall 24” is before you begin, and plan your piece accordingly.  One of the biggest challenges will be to devise an appropriate base to support the components above it.  Making the piece in several stages rather than all at once will give you more options.

3.  Joinery.

The sculpture will necessarily have many joints and seams, all of which must be securely fastened together.  From past experience we have learned how joints and seams are prone to cracking, especially when fresh clay is added to drier leather-hard stages.  Be sure that as you build upwards, the supporting structure dries from the bottom up, and the topmost parts remain soft and receptive to having new clay added to them.  This is especially important during cold weather, when the furnace comes on and can dry your work out quickly.  Be sure your piece is kept appropriately covered, especially the top 4”- 6”.

