POURING VESSELS

The purpose of this assignment is to examine the pouring vessel — one of the most frequently made objects in the history of ceramics— and, using historical precedents, make personally expressive objects ranging from small to comparatively large. Both hand-built and wheel-thrown components can be used in the construction of these pieces.

Pitchers — in which the spout is an extension of the vessel itself.  Go to the library or internet and examine the ceramic work of 3 different cultures.  Select 3 pitchers (on the basis of form, rather than surface design or decoration), photo-copy them, and bring the copies to class. 

1. Choose one of the 3 and replicate it 3 times, on 3 different scales.

2. Make 2 composite pitchers, in which you integrate important aspects of different historical models into hybrids of your own invention.

Ewers — in which the liquid to be contained and poured is cold (as opposed to a teapot, for example).  Ewers have attached spouts, and vary from one culture to another. Middle Eastern cultures, especially, have featured the ewer prominently among the forms made by potters.

1. Acquaint yourself with historical examples of ewers, and bring 3 photo-copied examples to class for discussion.  Make a replica of one of the pieces you are attracted to.

2. Rearrange the components of any of the photo-copied examples to hybridize a historical example.  Make the piece a minimum of 12"

3. Make 3 ewers by assembling bowls to make the body of the piece.  Handle and spout can be thrown or hand-built.

4. Make a monumental ewer, at least 24", of hand-built or thrown components.  This piece may be sculptural, in the sense that it originates in a functional idea, but may represent the form, rather than being made for actual use.  Details should be true-to-life: good craftsmanship throughout — authoritative stability, nice fit to the lid if appropriate, strong handle, good ratio of visual-to-actual weight.

